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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 16555 

EXDIS 


E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR PDIP LA US 

SUBJECT: WITHDRAWAL OF EMBASSY FROM LAOS: FRANCE AS 
PROTECTING POWER 

REF: VIENTIANE 4527 

1. FROM POINT OF VIEW OF PARIS, WE WOULD SUPPORT EMBASSY 
VIENTIANE'S RECOMMENDATION THAT JAPAN BE PROTECTING 
POWER FOR US IS WE SHOULD BE PUSHED INTO WITHDRAWING 
OUR EMBASSY. WE AGREE WITH THE DISADVANTAGES CITED IN 
REFTEL OF FRANCE S REPRESENTING OUR INTERESTS. IN 
ADDITION WE WOULD NOTE THAT FRANCE MAY SOON GET PERMIS- 
SION FROM PRG TO PROTECT OUR INTERESTS IN SVN, AND WE 
THINK IT DESIRABLE NOT FURTHER TO COMPLICATE THIS 
HIGHER PRIORITY TASK BY ADDING THE SAME RESPONSIBILITY 
IN LAOS. 
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